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2, TFollowing “ilheln Pieck's address dealing with basic fundamentels, a conversa-
tion was overheard vhich illustrates the attitude of prominent Dastern Zone
politicians toward the prospective development of the B.D.,R., after ihe elec=
tions scheduled for 15 Octeber 1950.  Persons pariicipating in the conversa-
tion included Ired Oelssner, nenber of the SED Politbureaus Layachenlho (£fnu)

lecturer of Camp No 20L1 "Special Object School" and suest delegate from the
U.5.9.R§ lans Glass, secretary of the Coburg KPD Kreisleituns, and severzl SED
f‘\mc‘blonames(. The conversation, which concerncd the question of what effects the
clections on 15 October 1950 mirht have wpon the policy of the DDR, was high-
liphted by the following corments:

a, Fred Oelssner stated that nomination of candidates from the mass
organizations puarantees that the SED will be in a2 position to place
additional capablc persons in the hichest administrative posts. It
is no secret that the best functionaries from the mass organizations,
that is those who are being nominated, are, at the same time, members
of owr party. Ilomination will, moreover, te made by arrancement with
our central cormittee. The reduction of bourgecis influences thus
attained in the state, in pelitics, and in economy will go far to achieve
our objective faster, that is the establishnment of the dicbatorship by
the proletariat.

b, layachenko expressed the belicf that the government of the U.S5.8.R. will
conclude a peace treaty with a democratic povernment eleeted by the people
and will withdraw its forces from the area of the D.D.R., inasmuch as Soviet
forces will no longer be required due to the strength of the anti-Fascist
Denccratic Forces. Noreover, the U.J.S5.R. urgently needs every Sovict
citizen Ior its om plans,

2. In reply to Hayachenko!s romarks Oelssner stated that although there was much
that could be learned fron the victorious Red Army without whose presence
Tastern Cormeny could never have become denocratic, so generous a gesturs by
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the Soviet Union, representing a token of confidence unheard of before,muld

be welcome. Mz a sovereign.state we can, of course, not tolerate an inimiesl
island in the midst of our territory; +that is, we must solwe the Berlin
question and, in my opinion, this question will be solved by the spring of 1951m

d. In response to a query by ome of the other individuals present, as to whether
sufficient forces were available for such action, Oelssner smilingly voiced the
belief that the forces available were sufficient to solve quite other problems,
which, however, rmst be dealt with at a later date. He went on to say that
aside from these, the developmenmt of the D.D.R. should be clear to all who give
any heed to the SED resolution. It indieates that the number of people’s owned
enterprises will be increased, which means that a large number of private enter—
prises will be made the property of the people. It 2lso shows that state-
controlled irade will be expanded and that further liquidation of private trade
will be accomplished. IHore of the large estates will be divided inbto smallexr
holdings for the benefit of farmers and agricultural workers who are in need of
land. A large-scale campairn will be conducted against the Church which opposes
the new systerm, and reactionary elements will be eliminated frem the cultural
field. To the KPD comrades Oclssner declared that by speeding up the demo-
vratization of their republic the people in the D.D.R, set an example for the
Yestern German workers and that now it is up to the KPD to convince the Western
Germans of the righteousness of the Fastern German policy.

Prior to the SED Convention the SED Politbureau decided to hold a bonference with
the delegates from Westera Germany. Though it was intended that this conference
be held Lefore the beginring of the convention, the date finpei’ ¥ chosen was 25
Saly 2950. Yhe conference was held at the former “dmiralspalast, now the State
Opessa.  The West delegates were handed spocial entrance tickeis and were advieed
that without these additional tickets nio delegate would be admitted to the con-
ference. The delepates were also told that the conference wewld be held behind
closed deors and that seats had to be taken prior to 2 p.m. ‘hen the conference
findlly convened at 2.p.m. the ushers were directed to I ave and were replaced
by Volkspolizei personnel who guarded the entrances. The entire SED Politbureau
and the nevly elected SED Central Committee appeared shortly after 2 p.n.

The conference opened with a speech by Comrade Franz Dahlem who made the follow
ing statements:

"The critlicism which Comrade Pieck voiced regarding KPD activity

in "estern Cermany and the manner in which Comrades Grotewohl and
Ulbricht dealt with the KPD problem will show you that we consider

the KPI! activity in ¥estern Germany as being of utmost importance for
the nmaterialization of our objectives in all of Germany. In self-
eriticisn we adnmit thot we hove failed to cive you the necessary
attention as only one member of the Politburesu has been charged with
dealing with your problems. Only now have we become awere that the
importance of the tasks set before the XPD requires the commitment

of the entire SED Politburcau. Now, however, there will be a complete
change and the entire SED Politbureau will devote its attention to your
problems. lot only will we make decisions binding for your activities,
but we also will control the execution of these cecisions, since only
in this manner can the unity of ermany, which all decent Germans are
striving for, be effected. To insure successful execution of the mis~
sions which you will be assirned in the near future, the KFD must give
priority to the task of thoroughly purging its corps of functionaries
of all agents, opportunists, and other enemies of the party,

In that respect we will continue to give you veluable hints. There
mst be ne doubt that the criierion of a true KPD functionary is his atti-
tude towarés the U.5.5.R., Poland and the D.D.R. Should there be doubts
the functionary must be replaced. e ean only use such functionaries as solve
their tasks according to our directives. The second mission which also
must be tackled most energetically is a large-sesle propaganda campaigrn
desisrned to spread the truth c neerning the conditions nrevailing in
the D.D.R. The rosses must also be mode aware that the SED is the only
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party which can show the Cerman people the way out of their
national misery. Appropriate measures will soon be haken by us.
Guests from estern Germany will be invited to all meetings.

The VYN, the Demokratische Frauenmbund Deutschlands (DFD), the

FDJ and the Vereinigung der Gegenseitigen Bauernhilfe (VdgB)
will establish close connections with similar organizations in
Western Germany and will show them the virtuss of ocur demecraw-
tic order. Larpge farmers'! meebtings will be conducted to make
the Testern Gernan farmers, vho are not able to market their products,
aware of the propriety of our policy. In fact, we will even
invite Vestern CGerman governments in the name of our Land goven-
ments. Ve will invite industrialists and give them orders for
their goods. From experience we have learned that this is quite
possible without the consent of the Dormn Govermment; morecver,
there are enough intelligent industrialists in Western Germany,
whe, because of their miserable economic situation, are inclined
to make contracts with the D.D.R, 24t the same time you must
continue to speak the truth at meetings and in your party papers
and to cppose, with good arguments, all agitators. In that res—
rect, the value of the scheduled mass meeting of 100,000 persons
in Dortmund cannot be overemphasized. Ve as well as you must make
every effort to makke this meeting a powerful demonstration for
peace, for the unity of Germany, for the withdrawal of occupation

‘forces and for the national independence of Germany. e will send

The second speaker was Max Reimamn who stated that, in self-criticism, he had

FDJ cultural groups to Vestern Germany prior to that meeting in an
effort to advertise the meeting through their presence there. We
will also send specialists to VWestern Germany who are to make
speeches a% various meetings. 4As for you,it is of the utmost im-
portance that you persuade all indifferent persons to participate
in the meeting., Thus we will give you every possible support in
order that the mass meeting will be a comple®r success., There must
be no doubt that this meebing will be carried out regardless of
whether ¥y, Adenauer likes it or not. ¥

to admit that he falled to become aware of MNuding's detrimental activities
early encugh and that they had to be brought to his attention by the SED
Politburesu. This, however, was a serious warning to him and he stated that
in the future he would take irmediate action whenever weaknesses should ap-

pear.

He then reviewed in detail the blunders which Hermmnn Nuding had come

mitted as a member of the Parteivorstand.

a. Nuding refused to make known a prepared SED address sent to the
Solingen conference of the KFD because it called for active sup=-
port of the U.5.5.R. in case of aggression. This, however, is
taken for granted by all German workers.

b, Nuding prevented the elimination of KPD comrades prominent in
the labor union movement who were recognized as oppertunists.
Consequently, it has not been possible for the KPD to influence
the lzbor unions sufficiently.

¢. Nuding, because he underestimaled the fighting spirit of the
workers, failed to comply with the directive of the SED Polit~
buresu which demanded the insbigation of a variety of strikes
in Western Germany. Thus he undermined the confidence vwhich
the workers hod placed in the XPD in festern Germany. This was
manifested most clearly in the elections in Northrhine-Westphalia.
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do Tuding ignored the dircetive of the 57D Politbureau which
eniled for a large-scale peace campairn by the .estern Cermsn
1abor unions because he failed to realise thet the XID could take the
1ead in the strugple for neace. “Therefore, he is to blame for
the fadine ovay of the struggle for peace after initial suces-

3122279

mlter Tisch supported flernonn Iuding in his Getrimentrl conceptions and
thus forfeited the right of holding leading pesitions in the party. As
chief cditor of the LI'D paper Freies Volk, lizco :hrlich, like his prede-
PR
cossor, was nob vigilant enousn and admitted articles to the popor which
mere detvimentsl to the porty. lle also wos cmpletely incopable »f hold-
ins the position of editor-in~chicf. Iffective lodey he will be a: vested
of o211 of his fumnetions snd replaced by on oditorial stalf vhich wiil be
corposed of Comrades il Carlebach, fudi Ginger, and a comrade fron
Southern Gernany.

After this vitriolic attack by Mex Reimann, Hexmamn Muding was allowed e
defend himself. -In gelfwcriticist re acmitbed being uilbty of Fleck's and
Reimprnts sccusabions stating thot he had been ompletely under the influe
ence of the agent, Kurt Imeller, and implicitly obeycd the lattor's orders.
Ee stated that, with lucller uncovercd, he wes aware that he had damcged
porty interests seriously and he promised that ia the Tuture he would cxe-
cute with the utmost accuracy &ll nissions assiy {

ed to nim. <hen Muding
Fintshod his speech ilhelm Picelr enca e him in the followinl conversation
Prom the speakerts rostrum:

Picels "ihat vou hove told us can nnly be considored a nere
1ip confescion. In Jour golf-oriticisn you lack that
ropeptance vhich nighb porsuade us of the veracity of
your words. lowever, you arpear to mate every effort
o retain leadin: positions. This of course is a mitter
of the past. ®

Hudings "onrade Pleck, I can s&y 1) ROTC, for T was forbidden by
the 5UD Politbureau to imvolve 5uD function'ries in tiis mate
tors I was ordered to hLeox 311 responsibility upon mwy
orm shoulders. " ‘

Piochk: "cll, that is richt., Iul if ow repeatedly cormits such
scroug blunders over a long perind of iime and inflicts
so rmeh harm upon the pariy ve are forced to assume that |
he doos il for a deiinite purpose or that he is stupid.
You are nob shupid, bui on the conwery a very iwbelligent
follow, so what?® ’ :

Tmding: I cannot malte ary corment.”

Piceks (with a deroratory wave or his hand) "ell, we shall seo,
the Sssuc is not yob closed.™ ’
After soversl Cobates of miner importance Otto (rotewohl dolivered an address

~

tn thich he stated the following:

9The post outstonding weolmess of the KD in its developnent

since 1945 in Testorn Cermany is the fact that 3% has permitted
1{z0Ll to lar behind events, Omly under such cliremotances

could Lt have been posciltle for a situction lo dovelop in which
the class ecnomy is ohic to Cictate to the Kil the ploce, bine

and rermer cor joiming battle. This wealmoss must be overcons.

The KPD rust set the pace for “estern Cerman developnent, must be
ahead of evenbs and must Leat the encry vhere nd when it is deencd
necessery.  Thon Cormmnisn will socon score hienencous successes,
“mntorn Cermon’s ceonorie otrussle, whitch nndeubtedly fs o very

o 25X1
CONFIDENTIAL

Approved For Release 2004/01/21 :k CIA-RDP82-00457R006400660001-2




25X1

8. After seversl otlier contribubions of minor

Approved Mase 2004/01/21 : CIA-RDP82-00457R006400660001-2

CENTRAL INTELLIGENCE AGRUCY

25X1
25X1

T

ifficull oune, rmst e transforred into a nolitical fight, The

KD must pesetrate the masses, rusl be arare of Llheir troubles,

mot spread propaganda anong the workers ond fonent striles. “hen

a strike s in progress, the party rwst remoin in the background, for
condueting the strile s the responsibility of the lakor unions. LI
ing condiltions will Cetericrate further in ‘eztern Germany and there
will be apie opportunities for proveling strikes. Dy intensive apiw
tation among all strata of the population the EID must create such a
situation that one strike follows snother in .estern Germany. The
working masses nust constantly be stirred to action., ‘re the vnem-
ployed, tl» petple vhio receive hand-puts or live on socizl relief s

4

the war wilows,and those vho suffered losses in air raids content
with their lot? lo, I say, ond no again, comradest Uow uho will
atterpt to tell ne that the situation in .cstorn Sermany remuires a
specicl esbern JSermen treatment? Cur working principles are the sme

in 211 cepilelistic countries. The nosses must not e blared if the
. ~ a . . g ]
Pl in cestern Sermany lfatled to show the righi path. The responsibi-

T

2 Lhe partyy,namely the prrty in the est. The XID will
b onew and determined cadres able to corduct an inten-
~& velieve that it is appropriste to approach forzer

1ty rests
ueed to cgta

sifiec stz

Lazis, s nenvers and other in similar caterories. llany of these poople
are still wnsetiled politicilly ond necd only be armroachod in the

todoy
proper mu.ncr. ¢ lmow Irom experilence that those neople are inclined
to go from one exlrerc to the other md we are zble io remort that our
experiences with these neople have Leen rood; that nearly all of them
have proved themselves very active comrades once Lheir past was foxrrote
ten. Another factor -hiich derands atbention is the hostility of the
population toward the oceupction powers. lwery Comrmnist rmst be an

agitator vho, dar after day ard hour after hour, spreads propaganda where=

- o~

ever he is, thorn, with the nojority of ihe ‘estern Gornan population perw
1l force the unity

suaced of the rishteousness of the 54D progren, we sh
of Gormany.®

Ulbrichit, in the [inal address, stated the followings

§

save a fewr exceptions, the debates of our ‘estern Cerian comrades
have dermonstrated that the (1D in ‘estern Germany is working under
grove ircological deficisneies. Tt is quite clear that it is 1pos-
sible to persvade a person if one 18 not convinced of cnels oun vords.

1

Y

o carry verbatin reports of the convention adiresses delivered by Comrade
Flecl, Jrotowohl and me in all XFD n wepapers as these speeches arc of the
Llute deeisively

greatest inmportence for the fubture vorl of tle Z¥D a ¢ cont
tovard orie:

1bing the corvades properly with respect to ldeology and the

importance to the discussion alter

I

struetion in the history of 4he Cormunist It bty of the U.5.5.R (Lol=
L nlso advise tho comrades in estern Germany vho 2re oditors

political line. KuD newsvepers in “estern Germary, by the way, are very

v

inef

ficlent. They touch only upon the rincipal political cuestions and

fail to place emphasis on the creat exarpple of the T.u.u.l., the peoplets

- -

dermocracics «rnd the 2.0, 'n newepipers as vell os in nectings you mist

S

alvays stress the irportonce of tlo Ueliallelley of Folond and the DLOLR.M

P

At Lhiz point a .estorn Uermon comrace  wlo asked to to heard statoed:

LR T, .:," 3 e " S _ee e . .
£ ve inercose owr rronepmnda for the Uebotdlls we shall have still fewer

follorors., ™

Glbrielt replieds

1y
place, debating is a natior of eowy: ction, und secondly thal
there 1s no denying that the worlers in bhe ihinewfuhy ares are true
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partisans of the U.5.S.R. You were defcated in the elections

because you vere not active enough and therefore were deserted

by the workers vho lost confidence in you. One of the most

important missions is the fight for peace. *t is of Qecisive
importance thot, of the many probiems to be solved, the central
problen be solved first as its solution brings the other problems
nearer solution. The present central problem is the fight for

peacc. L that respect you have bLeen very inelficient. The collection
of signatures will certainly contimue to te the primary mission

in the struggle Jor peace. This project, however, represonts only

one side of the fight. %hose striving for peace rust now take
action. e have heard no reports of “estern Cernmon woren patriots
1ving dowm on reilroad traclis te prevent shipments of war material
Lfrom passing. In France, howsver; such things 4id happen., This
indicates plainly that also in the struggle for peace you are behind
evenls. You must prepare for a dorged resistance agoinst war pre-
parations. It is good that we know that bridres in your area are
being prepared for demolition. 7e would prefler to know, however,
that, because of your resistance, it was impossitle for such prepa-—
rations tc be made. Lhese are the great tasks which must be faced
by the IPD teday. They must be solved and must ¢ solved quickly in
order “hat the enemr em be prevented fronm converting our fatherland
intc 2 complete descert throush a new wer. I should like to emphasize
Conrade Pieck's statement that we will give you every conceivable
support in your bitter fight in order that our joint efforts for
peacey the unity of Cernmany, the withdrawsl of the occupation powers
and national independence be crowned with complete success. The pre-
sent conlerence has made it c¢lear that it will be necessary to meet
and confer with the prominent comrades among you more often in order
to insure successful conduct of you struggle. *

| |06f:i,vﬁ011‘50 Uany KPD delegates believe that liax Heimamn is no longer

in the good praces of tine SED. Inasmuch as he enjoys considerable
popularity with the “estern Cermen population, it is likely that  he
will be retoined as a fijure head. Fritz Sperling, second chalrman of
the EID, appears to be the man vho in the futurc vill enjoy the full
confidence of the 3ID.
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